Transgenic mice and modeling Alzheimer's disease.
The etiology of Alzheimer's disease (AD) is poorly understood, and no effective therapies are available. Although histopathology of the disease has been studied thoroughly, the relationship of various AD lesions to pathological processes and to dementia are debated. Progress would be greatly enhanced by existence of manipulable small animal models of the disease. Recently, transgenic strategies to developing such a model have been extensively explored. The approach has proved to be difficult and has yielded some disappointments, but also some encouraging results. Transgenic strategies for obtaining a model for AD are surveyed in this review and, as an illustration, early AD-like features of transgenic mice produced in our laboratory are described.